
What is canine parvovirus?
Canine parvovirus is a highly contagious viral disease that causes 
vomiting and diarrhea in dogs. It is one of the most common viral 
infections seen in unvaccinated dogs. This disease is also referred 
to as parvo.

What dogs are at risk for parvovirus?
All dogs are susceptible to parvovirus, but puppies between 
six weeks and six months of age are at highest risk.

How do dogs become infected with parvovirus?
Parvovirus is transmitted by direct contact with sick animals and 
indirect contact with contaminated items such as dog blankets, 
water bowls or toys. Parvovirus is resistant to many disinfectants 
and cleaning products and can live in the soil for up to a year. It’s 
important that feces be removed from the yard and owners are 
cautious when introducing a puppy into a previously infected area.

How does parvovirus a� ect dogs?
Dogs infected with canine parvovirus develop severe vomiting 
followed by profuse bloody diarrhea. The diarrhea has a distinctive 
foul smell. Sick dogs can dehydrate quickly and many die withi the 
fi rst days of illness.

Vaccination can protect dogs against parvovirus. 
Puppies cannot protect themselves against disease-causing germs 
at birth, so mothers pass antibodies to them through colostrum 
milk. These antibodies (known as maternal antibodies) provide 
newborns with protection that lasts from weeks to months, 
depending on the puppy. During this time, maternal antibody 
protection is decreasing and puppies become vulnerable to 

infectious diseases. However, there is a period of time when 
maternal antibodies are still protective to some degree and can 
block a vaccine response. This is why puppies need multiple 
vaccinations that are timed with their age. 

Follow a proper vaccination schedule based on the number of 
doses given and the age of the puppy. It’s an e� ective way to 
protect the health of the puppy and potentially avoid expensive 
treatment costs later associated with parvo.

Vaccinate as early as six weeks of age by administering a 
parvovirus vaccine like Canine Imuno-Vax® 5. Then revaccinate 
every two to three weeks until the puppy is 15 to 17 weeks old. 
For example, a 10-week old puppy should be vaccinated now and 
revaccinated at 12 to 14 weeks and 15 to 17 weeks of age for a 
total of three vaccinations. For unvaccinated dogs over 16 weeks 
of age, provide a vaccine immediately followed by a booster 
vaccine two to three weeks later. Keep your dog’s vaccines 
current by revaccinating annually.
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Recommended vaccination schedule based on age
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*Space vaccines at least two weeks apart.

Adult Dogs (at least four months old):  Dogs that have 
not or may have not received a parvo vaccine should start now 
with an initial dose of Canine Imuno-Vax followed by another in 
two to three weeks. Annual vaccination recommended.

1.   Vaccinate your dog. It’s an inexpensive way   
to keep them healthy and potentially avoid  
expensive treatment costs associated with parvo.

2.  Remove all feces from a yard where a sick parvo 
dog has lived.

3.  Avoid direct contact with sick animals or indirect 
contact with contaminated items such as dog 
blankets, water bowls and toys.

Three steps to minimize parvovirus in dogs
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