
1.  Infectious diseases like distemper and parvo are a thing of the past 

and I don’t need to vaccinate my dog. Infectious diseases like canine 

distemper and canine parvovirus are prevalent in unvaccinated dogs and 

outbreaks are reported in local newspapers across the country every 

year. Vaccination is a good practice to maintain your pet’s health and less 

costly than treatment.

2.  Vaccines sold at feed stores are not as good as those used by my 

veterinarian. Vaccines sold at feed stores follow the same rigorous 

USDA regulation and good manufacturing processes as those sold by 

veterinarians. Manufacturers of vaccines sold to feed stores are required 

to prove they are safe, potent and e�  cacious the same as every USDA 

licensed veterinary vaccine sold in the U.S.

3.   It’s too hard to vaccinate my pet myself. I’m not sure I can do it. 

Vaccinating your pet is simple. Millions of people vaccinate their own 

pets each year. Just follow the easy to-understand instructions on each 

package of vaccine.

4.  My 12 week old puppy has already received three parvo shots and is well 

protected. When vaccinating puppies, protection depends upon more 

than just the number of vaccines given. It also depends on the age of the 

dog. This is because maternal antibodies, which are a form of immunity 

that puppies receive from their mother at birth, protect puppies until they 

are old enough to make their own antibodies. That will occur between 

six and 16 weeks of age. Unfortunately, protection levels are di� erent for 

every puppy and we don’t know when its maternal antibody protection is 

gone simply by looking. So we use a vaccine schedule that protects the 

majority of puppies by starting vaccines at six to eight weeks of age and 

giving a booster every two to three weeks until they are 16 weeks old.

5.  Lepto vaccines are too reactive so I don’t vaccinate my dog. 

Improvements to manufacturing processes have resulted in the removal 

of most extraneous proteins which are thought to be a cause of vaccine 

reactions. This has reduced many concerns that were seen in the past. 

Although some dogs, no matter what type of vaccine they receive, may 

become lethargic and have decreased activity for a day, true adverse 

events that result in serious conditions, such as anaphylactic reactions, 

swollen faces or vomiting, are extremely rare.

6.  We live in the city. My dog doesn’t need a lepto vaccine. All dogs are 

susceptible to lepto even if they live in the city. They can catch it many 

di� erent ways. This infectious disease can spread to dogs through 

contaminated water from ponds in a city park, water hazards at a 

golf course or even puddles in your backyard or along a walking trail. 

Common urban wildlife, such as raccoons, opossums or skunks, can 

also contaminate the environment and expose your dog to this 

serious disease.

7.  My dog is an indoor pet so I don’t need to vaccinate. While it is true that 

indoor dogs have less exposure to the outside elements and animals 

that may be carrying infectious diseases, all dogs end up outside sooner 

or later. When they do get outside, even if it is for a short period of time, 

there is a risk of exposure to serious infectious diseases such as parvo 

and distemper.

8.  Miniature poodles are too small to vaccinate until they are six months 

old. Miniature poodles, like all puppies, are at risk for catching infectious 

diseases. All puppies, regardless of size or breed, should start vaccines 

between six and eight weeks of age and receive boosters every two to 

three weeks until at least 16 weeks of age.

9.  Coronavirus is a self-limiting diarrhea. I don’t need to vaccinate my 

puppy.  While the disease is self-limiting in most cases, there are 

situations when it can become serious. Puppies that develop diarrhea 

from multiple infections (for example corona and a parasite or other 

intestinal pathogen) may become more sick than a coronavirus infection 

alone. An illness from dual infections can be serious enough to require 

expensive veterinary care.

10.  I mixed my vaccine 3 days ago but have kept it in the refrigerator. Or, my 

vaccine is frozen but is now thawed out. It’s still OK to use. No, it is not 

ok to use vaccines that have been frozen. Vaccines must be continually 

stored in a refrigeration channel which is between 35° and 45° F. 

Vaccines should be used within 30 minutes of mixing and should 

never be used if frozen.
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