
What is leptospirosis?

Leptospirosis, also known as lepto, is an infectious 
bacterial disease of dogs and also a� ects humans. 
Dogs can be exposed in their own backyard because 
common urban wildlife such as raccoons, opossums 
or rodents can be carriers.

What dogs are at risk for leptospirosis?

Lepto is wide spread in the environment and all dogs 
are at risk for this disease. Even indoor dogs that have 
little outside exposure are at risk of coming in contact 
with lepto.

How do dogs become infected with leptospirosis?

Lepto is a water-borne disease so dogs can become 
infected by drinking contaminated water. Examples 
where dogs can be exposed are:

• Water puddles on a walking trail or in a backyard
• Ponds in a city park
• Water hazards at a golf course

How does leptospirosis a� ect dogs?

Dogs with this disease may show signs of illness 
including fever, vomiting or diarrhea. Although the signs 

may be common to less serious diseases, lepto is a serious
problem and infections with this bacteria can cause severe 
liver and kidney damage and, in some cases, death.

Vaccination is a part of a program to help 
prevent leptospirosis. 

A good health care program starts by vaccinating your 
dog. It’s an inexpensive way to keep them healthy and 
avoid expensive treatment costs. To provide up-to-date 
four-way lepto protection for your dog, use Canine Imuno-
Vax® 9 or Canine Imuno-Vax® 10. Canine Imuno-Vax 9 and 
Canine Imuno-Vax 10 contain protection against the most 
commonly diagnosed lepto serovars — L. grippotyphosa, L. 
pomona, L. canicola and L. icterohaemorrhagia.
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Follow the vaccination schedule belowbased on the age of your puppy or adult dog
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When to Vaccinate Your Dog*
6-8 

weeks
9-11

weeks
12-14

weeks
15-17

weeks
12-month
Booster

Annual
Booster

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
*Space vaccines at least two weeks apart.

Adult Dogs (at least 4 months old): If your dog 
has never received a four-way lepto vaccine, or you are 
unsure of your dog’s vaccination status, start now with an 
initial dose of Canine Imuno-Vax 9 or Canine Imuno-Vax 10 
followed by another dose in two to three weeks.

•  Be aware lepto is a water-borne disease and 
dogs drinking non-potable water are at risk.

•  Vaccinate dogs annually with a lepto vaccine that 
includes protection against L. grippotyphosa, L. 
pomona, L. canicola and L. icterohaemorrhagia.

•  Follow a vaccination schedule based on the age 
of your dog.

Three ways to minimize the risk of lepto:
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